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What are our objectives?



Breeding well



What a breeding values?



Do breeding values work? Australian White Suffolk Association 
Satellite flock

• 15 sires, 295 commercial Merino ewes
• On-farm traits: weight, muscle and fat depth
• Carcase traits: intramuscular fat and shear force 

Top 5 sires for 
Post Weaning Eye Muscle Depth

Bottom 5 sires for 
Post Weaning Eye Muscle Depth

Average ASBV 

+ 1.24 mm

Average ASBV 

+ 3.72 mm

ASBV difference + 2.48 mm

Expected progeny difference 1.24 mm 

Actual progeny difference 1.70 mm



Do breeding values work? Australian White Suffolk Association 
Satellite flock

• 15 sires, 295 commercial Merino ewes
• On-farm traits: weight, muscle and fat depth
• Carcase traits: intramuscular fat and shear force 

Top 5 sires Bottom 5 sires

Postweaning eye 
muscle depth

Intramuscular fat Shear Force 

Expected 1.24 mm 0.27% -1.91

Actual 1.70 mm 0.15% -1.87



Do breeding values work?

Birth 
weight

Expected 1.9 kg

Actual 1.5kg

Differences between top 10 vs. bottom 10 sires

200 day 
weight

400 day 
weight

600 day 
weight

Carcase 
weight

Carcase 
EMA

Carcase 
IMF

8.7 kg 14.6 kg 21.1 kg 15.4 kg 3.3 cm2 1.3 %

8.6 kg 14.2 kg 19.9 kg 13.4 kg 2.6 cm2 1.5 %

Source: Angus Australia 2020, Cohorts 5-7



Genetic tools open the gate to financial gains
• Genetics Insights survey 
• 585 sheep producers
• ASBV users more likely to say their financial health is improving



It’s not all about genetics…



Feeding well



Feeding well



Feeding well

(Crude protein, ME, P, 
C, macronutrients, 
trace elements, fibre)



Feeding well



www.mla.com.au/bredwellfedwell



On the back of a decade of success



What will you learn?



BredWell FedWell workshops

Informative 
Presentations and discussions 

with deliverers and peers

Interactive
Practical and written activities

hosted on-farm

Individualised
Learning outcomes you can apply

in  your own enterprise



I want to…



Feed quality 
& quality 

Feed demand

Lactation
Early 

pregnancy

Early 

pregnancy

Late 

pregnancy
Lambing Weaning Joining

SURPLUS GAP GAPSURPLUS

Assessing feed supply and demand



Upcoming BredWell FedWell workshops

• Based on demand 

• Register your interest at
www.mla.com.au/bredwellfedwell 

http://www.mla.com.au/bredwellfedwell


Take home messages

Breed well in alignment with fit for purpose
Genetic tools are available. 

Feed well to maximise genetic investment 
Understand and match feed supply and demand.

MLA’s refreshed BredWell FedWell workshop provides support
Attend a sheep or beef workshop 
Host a workshop on your property 



Tools and resources

genetics.mla.com.au

MLA Genetics Hub

www.mla.com.au/feedbase-hub

MLA Feedbase Hub



Tools and resources

Lifetime Ewe Management

www.rist.edu.au
www.mla.com.au/pgs

Pasture Principles
PayDirt
Lifting Lamb Survival 

Profitable Grazing Systems
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