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The 7 most expensive words in the cattle 
business

"We have always done it this way"



Increasing accuracy of forage assessments

• Cibo Labs was founded in 2018

• The company is focused entirely on supporting and achieving more profitable farms and 
more sustainable landscapes.

• Cibo Labs utilises world-leading science in remote sensing and machine learning along 
side with on-farm knowledge achieving greater understanding of pasture productivity 
and land condition to every farm and paddock in Australia.



What do we want from 
forage assessments?

Accurately determine:

• How much feed on offer there is

• How long it will last stock for

• How may stock can be run

Even better 

• When do feed gaps occur?

• Can I match forage with supplements?



Forage budgets start with 
assessment

• Reliable budgets – forecasting numbers of stock or days 
grazing

• Require multiple assessments to ensure accuracy & 
account for paddock variation

• Time consuming – difficult to achieve reliably across some 
paddocks & landscapes



Pasture Key – Adding 
Accuracy to Assessments

• Satellite data – accurate; repeatable and 
can provide a complete overview of land 
under management

• Accurate to 10m2 – provide 5-day updates

• Reflect what is growing and where it is 
growing

• Data to be used in forage budgets & 
forward planning



The Australian Feedbase Monitor 

• The AFM is a $4.7m co-funded (50:50) investment by Cibo Labs and the MLA Donor Company

• Freely Accessible to MLA Members through the MyMLA Portal (non-members $99/year)

• Linked to LPA Accounts (though MyMLA) to create account for each PIC 

• Land parcels associated with a PIC can be selected & will generate forage data on a 5-day basis 

• Creation of a 30-day rolling average for each PIC on an account



Using the Australian Feedbase 
Monitor



Log in through 
myMLA

• From your MyMLA account 
you can

• Link your LPA (PIC) 
• NLIS & myMSA

• Clicking on Access the tool 
takes you to the CiboLabs
Australian Feedbase Monitor



















Using the AFM for 
strategic decisions

The AFM provides a baseline 
• Is the season performing better or worse
• Reflect on past decisions
• A starting value for forage budgets



Finding daily growth rates



Forage budget – how much do we grow
• Basic forage budgets

• Require accurate Feed on Offer 

• Pasture growth – kg/DM/day

• Livestock number & class



Historically what do we grow?

Pasture Growth records 



What does this mean?

Growth events



What does this mean?

Accumulated growth (month on month)



Historically what do we grow?

Dead (low quality feed)



Using the data for better feeding 
decisions

• Supplementation decisions should reflect

• Pastures

• Livestock Needs

• Supplements have windows of usefulness



All protein supplements have “windows of usefulness”
Table 1:  Window of Usefulness for Protein Supplements by Herbage Mass (D.M)

Protein Source ‘Plentiful’
Over 2,500 kg/ha

‘Reducing’

2,500-1,500 kg/ha
‘Low’

1,500-800* kg/ha

Blocks √ √ √ √ √ N.S.

Roller drum √ √ √ √ √ N.S.

Protein meals √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Manufactured protein pellets √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Lupins √ √ √ √ √ √ √

White Cotton Seed √ √ √ √ √ √ √

√ √ √        Within window
√ √           The window is closing make your next decision now.
√               The window is all but closed, move to supplying energy.
N.S.          The window is closed, move to supplying energy not protein.
*                Below 800 kg DM/ha destock the paddock



Options for supplementation

All supplements fit the window

Blocks & licks no longer effective Supplements need to provide energy & protein e.g. WCS



Feed budgets
• Moving from AFM to PastureKey

• Paddock level (10m2) resolution

• 15 day rolling average

• Data sharing across platforms 
such as AgriWebb



Integrate with 
AgriWebb

• Paddock details are 
automatically updated from 
Cibo Labs

• You input your growth rates and 
you can adjust your FOO 
manually for each paddock



Take home messages

• The AFM offers all producers access to accurate, regular and objective assessments

• Access is free to MLA members (make sure your details are correct with MLA 
membership if you receive a message saying you are not recognized)

• MLA Help Desk on 1800 865 255 or send an email to membership@mla.com.au

• Use the information to add value & accuracy to your decisions & with other tools 
such as feed budget & stocking rate calculators

mailto:membership@mla.com.au


Tools and resources 

• www.cibolabs.com.au

• www.mla.com.au/mymla

• https://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/

http://www.cibolabs.com.au/
http://www.mla.com.au/mymla
https://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/


CIBO LABS
support@cibolabs.com.au
www.cibolabs.com.au

Cibo Labs

mailto:support@cibolabs.com.au
http://www.cibolabs.com.au/
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