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Managing crop stubbles in a
mixed farm system

David Holder
Mannamite Pastoral
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How it works

e  ‘Mannamite’ is a mixed
enterprise 1350 ha property
north of Cootamundra.

* The farming system consists of
450 ha of crops including
wheat, canola and barley.

* 4000 meat plus composite
ewes.

* Forage crops which are
normally a mix of vetch, radish,
turnip, wheat and cereal rye.

* Pastures — Lucerne/clover
mixes or phalaris/clover.
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The present ‘sheep
system’

* Three lambings;
* April/May
* June/luly
* July/August

* All ewes are scanned.

* Replacements are kept from the twin
bearing April/May lambing ewes.

* Match ewe/lamb requirements to
grazing crops and perennial pastures
on offer.
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How stubble fits
into the system

* Drenching ewes onto clean
stubbles.

* Taking pressure off
perennial pastures.

* Grazing stubbles
coordinated with drought
lot use enables us to run
high stocking rates and have
control over negative soil
impacts.

* Bailing barley straw.
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Take home messages
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* Wheat and Barley stubbles can be very |mportant toa m|xed farmmg |

system and provide advantages that farmers in purely grazing operations =
do not have access to. |

* The two different cereal types play different roles in our sheep production
system to get the most value from the stubbles on offer. 1y
* The availability of stubble as a feed source both in the paddock after il {

harvest and then in conjunction with the feed lot allows higher stocking
rates and greater flexibility so that ground cover targets are not
compromised, and soil health is maintained.
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Farming is more satisfying when you have a
work life balance

L \
{ LA
| J.-,l

‘lr’ ' Ik P ‘v' | \ | ‘\“ . | \\\ \\\
Wl Q’ () |“¢\ﬁ\'| \\ “\\%\W \\\\
| , % 1AM N \\ \ \
| : .h‘” 1 "\ ‘r;\ Wy &\\‘\\\\‘i\\\( ‘\\ W
\ \ \

0
|

\ \
h

o

i

\
;
)

\ \

LA\ "
\ ““ \ \‘\\w
|

\

bt
l.‘l«‘l, \
|“ \

\
|

\ “\ 1 W\ A \ L\ MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA
|

NI




Tools and resources

e Grazing modern stubbles — MLA guide

e Stubble Grazing Calculator

e Dual-purpose cropping — MLA Feedbase Symposium presentation

e Assessing components of a stubble and impacts of grazing
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https://sheepconnect.s3.amazonaws.com/media/resources_files/1/0bab960f86e3/grazing-modern-stubbles-booklet.pdf
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/research-and-development/program-areas/livestock-production/220214-stubblegrazingcalculator_mature_ewes_on_wheat_stubbles_producer.xlsx
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mla.com.au%2Fglobalassets%2Fmla-corporate%2Fresearch-and-development%2Fdocuments%2Fpresentations%2Fdual-purpose-croppinggcoandrew-moore.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
http://www.grainandgraze3.com.au/resources/Background%20data%20to%20support%20the%20stubble%20assessment%20thresholds.pdf

