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Manipulate or resow? 
Question:  Is the pasture performing to its potential?

Stocking rate assessment (actual V potential)

Adapted from French 1987, Hosking and Cameron, 1983. Adapted from Saul and Kearney, 2002. 



Manipulate or resow? 
Question:  Is the current pasture being utilised?

Simple assessment (most vulnerable time)

• Under-utilised, with more than two handfuls of 
litter and significant standing feed in most years

• Well utilised, with one to two handfuls of litter and 
little standing feed in most years

• Over utilised, with less than one handful of litter 
and no standing feed in most years.



Manipulate or resow? 
Question:  Do we have enough desirable species to encourage?

Pasture Paramedic 

3 assessment criteria

• Desirable grasses

• Desirable legumes

• Dominant weeds

Suggested decisions

• Maintain current management

• Consider manipulation

• Consider resowing or oversowing



Manipulation – desirable grasses

1. Soil condition
2. Grazing – green & dry pasture
3. Competitive weeds
4. Pests
5. Environment



Manipulation – sub clover



Manipulation – sub clover

1. Seasonal conditions
2. Soil condition
3. Grazing
4. Pest and disease
5. Other possibilities



Resowing
Question:  Are the economics of resowing acceptable?



Resowing

• Paddock infrastructure, related to land classes, paddock size and water to enable appropriate grazing.

• Soil conditions, including fertility, pH and roughness of the paddock

• Weed and pest control, before, during and after establishment

• Seed selection, to suit the climatic conditions, soil type and aspect (PTN, Pasture Picker)

• Timing and method of sowing, including machinery type and set up

• Post sowing observations, around establishment, pests, weeds

• Post sowing grazing management, including when to graze, how hard and how often



Resowing



Resowing (PGS) 
Resowing plan

• Preparation phase (soils, weeds, pest 
control, machinery)

• Sowing phase (timing, establishment 
observations)

• Post sowing management (grazing, 
weeds, fertiliser)

Criteria Score My score 

Is row spacing 20 cm of less? 
 

0 (greater than 30 cm) to 
5 (15 cm or less)  

 

Do the points create small (~2mm), even crumbs of 
soil under good moisture conditions? 

0 (no, big crumbs or powder) to 
5 (yes, perfect crumbs) 

 

Can I achieve even sowing depth of 20 mm? 
 

0 (no, very uneven) to  
5 yes (very consistent) 

 

Can I adjust the seeding rate in increments of at 
least 0.25 kg/ha? 
 

0 (no 1 kg/ha or more 
adjustment) to  
5 (yes, 0.25 kg/ha or even less)  

 

Does the soil fall back and contact the seed? 
 

0 (no, a lot of seed visible, big 
air spaces) to  
5 (yes, 95% of seed covered and 
soil surrounding the seed) 

 

Is there 5 to 10 mm of soil covering the seed after 
sowing? 
 

0 (no, greater than 25 mm or no 
coverage) to 
5 (yes, 5 to 10mm coverage)  

 

TOTAL SCORE  

 



Topic resources - soils Visual indicators of soil condition Part I: 
In the paddock - YouTube

Visual indicators of soil condition Part II: 
Plants and pasture - YouTube

Visual indicators of soil condition 
Part III: Soil surface and clover roots -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avx3wf1z-hY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PD0FNaDZKLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoA5TnUJu6o


Topic resources - Grasses



Topic resources – Sub clover



Topic resources – Weeds



Take home messages

• Use a logical approach to support your diagnosis
• Stocking rate gap, utilisation, manipulate or resow (Pasture Paramedic), then ‘rule 

in / rule out’ checklist 

• Use the MLA resources to inform your recommendations
• Soils

• Grazing (grasses and sub clover)

• Weeds



Tools and resources 

• MLA Feedbase hub 
www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/feedbase-hub/

• PGS courses
Paydirt

Pasture manipulation

Pasture resowing

http://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/feedbase-hub/

