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RURAL R&D FOR PROFIT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

MLA PRELIMINARY APPLICATION FORM

The Australian Government recently announced the Rural Research and Development for Profit Program is open for applications. Further information including Guidelines is available from http://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-food/innovation/rural-research-development-for-profit.
Priorities identified for funding in Round One are as follows:

1. Increase the profitability and productivity of primary industries
· Priority 1(a) help producers increase yields and/or reduce costs by applying innovative technologies and/or technologies from other industries.

· Priority 1(b) research the potential for cost effective infrastructure to assist producers boost profits and break barriers to increased enterprise infrastructure investment. 

· Priority 1(c) is to help producers manage natural resources in an integrated way at enterprise or regional level for long-term use and profit.

2. Increase the value of primary products
· Priority 2(a) add value to primary products by creating supply-chain efficiencies, extending the shelf life of products, developing new or improved products or demonstrating product provenance or integrity. 

· Priority 2(b) provide information to producers about markets and consumer preferences to better inform producer business decisions, or improve their access to new and existing markets.

3. Strengthen primary producers’ ability to adapt to opportunities and threats
· Priority 3(a) integrate data and deliver information to help producers manage risk, benchmark performance and make production decisions for greatest profit.

· Priority 3(b) improve biosecurity surveillance systems and tools to help producers plan for and respond to pests and disease.

4. Strengthen on-farm adoption and improve information flows
· Priority 4(a) consolidate knowledge of extension and adoption to better deliver practical results to primary producers, founded on what producers want from extension services.

· Priority 4(b) identify practical proposals to stimulate private sector extension services, particularly to fill current gaps.

· Priority 4(c) identify practical means to co-ordinate extension services for producers, including the development of tools and/or platforms.

Application Process
Applications for funding can only be made from a Research and Development Corporation, and interested researchers have been advised to contact a RDC.

Interested parties should submit a Preliminary Application for initial consideration by MLA. Preliminary Applications will be assessed by MLA and those which meet the program priorities and MLA objectives will be invited to collaboratively develop full applications which MLA will consider for submission to the Department of Agriculture.
Proposals which propose co-investment with other RDCs should include details in the ‘Collaborating Organisation(s)’ section.
Timing of Application
Preliminary Applications must be submitted to MLA by 31 October 2014. Applicants will be advised in writing of the success or failure of their Preliminary Application by 14 November 2014.
Instructions to Complete Preliminary Application Form

This Preliminary Application form should be completed in a maximum of four (4) pages and not have any attachments. Applications must be submitted in electronic format, and sent to applications@mla.com.au.
Project Title (Maximum of Fifteen Words)

	


Organisation(s) Conducting the Research
	


Collaborating Organisation(s) including other RDC details (The guidelines emphasize high importance of collaboration for this Program) 
	


Principal Investigator(s) Contact Details

	Title/First Name/Last Name

Mailing Address

Phone Number

Facsimile Number

Email Address
	


Location of Research Work

	


Description and Background of Research Work
	


Objective/s and Outcomes of Project Objectives should be SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time bound). Deliverables/outcomes should relate to;

1. Rural R&D For Profit Program Priorities

2. Net benefit of investment; 

3. Impacts across five dimensions (demand, supply, risk, environment, social);

4. Changes in practice and behaviour (outcomes - qualitative and quantitative);

5. Outputs from investment.) 
	


Which Program Priorities (1a to 4c) will be addressed and what are the Benefits to the Livestock Industry
	


Project Team and Track Record, and Brief Project Design

	


R&D Adoption/Commercial pathways (if relevant)

	


Budget

Project budgets must fit within the Rural R&D For Profit Guidelines 

· Organisations must contribute cash or in-kind to the project greater than or equal to Program funding

· In-kind contribution cannot exceed overall cash contributions

Overall Preliminary Budget
	Organisation
	Cash or in-kind
	2014-15
$
	2015-16
$
	2016-17
$
	TOTAL

2014-17 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL BUDGET (excl. GST)
	
	
	
	
	


Funding Breakdown

	Organisation
	Cash
	Salaries and on costs
	Travel
	Operating
	Capital (equipment)
	TOTAL

2014-17

	MLA
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research & Other Organisations (please list)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Contributors (in kind)
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